
  

Why are some 

safety arguments 

difficult to 

construct or to 

comprehend? Why 

are some more (or 

less) convincing 

than others? What 

can be done to 

improve them?  

This event is 

relevant to all those 

who have to 

construct or 

maintain safety 

cases and safety 

assessments and 

those who have to 

use, review and 

approve them.  

Details of this and 

other events at: 

www.scsc.org.uk/events 

 

THE SAFETY-CRITICAL SYSTEMS CLUB 

Safety Arguments:  

the Good, the Bad and the Ugly 
June 9th 2016 

Hilton London Euston Hotel, London 

This seminar considers safety arguments and some of their issues, 

including:  

 Complexity 

 Change and evolution 

 Clarity and understandability 

 Modularity 

 Re-usability 

 Confirmation bias 

 Terminology 

 

It will do this by looking at some good and bad examples, in order 

to recognise best practice, to see how things can go wrong, and to 

help devise ways of avoiding the traps. 

Other common problems areas to be covered by discussions and 

the panel session include: 

 Re-use of existing evidence 

 Cases where evidence does not fully support the claim 

 Cultural, commercial, contractual and organisational issues 

 Variability and style 

 

Cost and registration 

To Club members the cost is £195, including lunch and refreshments (no 

VAT). Non-members pay an extra £95 for Club membership (£15.83 VAT). 
Joining instructions and the programme will be sent to registered 
delegates about two weeks before the event. Delegates must book their 

own accommodation (if required). 

 

 

Safety-Critical Systems Club: I would like to attend the seminar on June 9th, 2016 

Name .......................................................................................Organisation ....................................................................  

Address ..........................................................................................................................................................................  

Telephone ........................................................ Email .......................................................................... Vegetarian:  Yes/No 

  I am not an SCSC member, so need to join and pay £290   I qualify for the SCSC member rate of £195 

  I wish to pay by cheque, and enclose a cheque for £195 or £290, payable to:  Newcastle University (CSR) 

  I wish to pay by direct bank transfer [we will send you the banking details]  

  I wish to receive an invoice [you must send us the invoicing details, including Purchase Order number if needed] 

Unfortunately, we cannot accept credit card details by e-mail, so to pay by credit card please 

also download (from the event page at the Club website) the Credit Card payment form, which 

we must ask you to post or fax to us – or provide credit card details by telephone. 

Please return this completed registration slip indicating your payment instructions to: 

Joan Atkinson, Centre for Software Reliability, Claremont Tower, Newcastle University, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 7RU. 

Phone: 0191 221 2222       Fax: 0191 208 7995       Email: joan.atkinson@newcastle.ac.uk 
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Safety Arguments:  

the Good, the Bad and the Ugly 

June 9th, 2016 

Hilton London Euston Hotel, London 

Programme 

09:30 Registration and coffee 

10:00 Introduction  

10:05 John Spriggs 

NATS 

Argh! You Meant… 

How to destroy the Customer’s confidence in your 

assurance 

10:50 John Fox  

Oxford University 

Arguing about safety: a medical perspective 

11.35 Paul Caseley 

DSTL 

Arguments to Empower Open Standards 

12:20 Lunch  

13:20 SCSC update  

13:25 Tim Kelly   

University of York 

Risk, Confidence, and Compliance arguments - a 

necessary discipline 

14:55 Tea  

15:20 John Birch     

HORIBA MIRA 

Automotive Safety Arguments: the Good, the Bad 

and the Ugly! 

16:05 Panel Discussion      

 

 

An open discussion between the presenters and the 

delegates covering the issues raised during the day.  

16:45 Close and opportunities for networking 

  


