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Statement of the Problem 
To realise the positive potential of autonomy, the autonomous systems community needs to have 

ways of making such systems demonstrably safe. The specific safety challenges of autonomous 

systems and the technologies that enable autonomy are not adequately addressed by current 

practices and standards. Autonomous systems can introduce many new paths to accidents, and 

autonomous system technologies may not be practical to analyse adequately using accepted current 

practice. Whilst there are differences between domains, in detail and in standards, many of the 

underlying challenges appear similar and it is likely that common approaches to core problems will 

prove possible. 

Vision 
To produce clear guidance on how autonomous systems and autonomy technologies should be 

managed in a safety related context, throughout the lifecycle, in a way that is tightly focussed on 

challenges unique to autonomy. 

Objectives for First Year of Operation 
1. Produce an outline (content list and a candidate structure) of a cross-sector guidance 

document by end of the year (in time for SCSC Symposium in February 2018). 

2. Identify what (current or emerging) standards we can and should influence.  

3. Identify other public groups working on similar efforts, and determine our relationship to 
each of them. 

Proposed Working Strategy 
 Meet for a day approximately every month, to reach agreements and resolve contentious 

points 

 Between meetings, carry out detailed work (independently, or by collaborating 

electronically) 

 At the first meeting, agree problem statement, vision, objectives for the first year, and a 

comprehensive listing of the questions we need to address in order to provide adequate 

guidance in this area 

 At the second meeting, agree a preliminary content list and very preliminary structure for 

the first version of the guidance document, along with an initial tasking for work on it. 

 Produce an update of the guidance document each year, in time for the SCSC Symposium 

(usually in February) 

 Continue to operate until it is clear that the group is no longer required (most likely because 

formalised standards have caught up with our guidance) 

Membership 
Membership is open to all interested parties – membership of the SCSC is encouraged but not 

required. 



Sharing of Documents 
Initially we will use a Google Groups mailing list and a shared Google Drive folder. 

Copyright 
The copyright of the eventual guidance document will be owned by the SCSC. The model for 

contributors is: 

 Individuals contribute as individuals, not as representatives of their organisations 

 If a meeting attendee brings a submission to the group, they are implicitly offering it to the 

SCSC for inclusion in the guidance 

Review of Terms of Reference 
Annually, on meeting closest to anniversary of first meeting. 


