The SCSC and the Internet
(actually the World Wide
Web but...)
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The SCSC website has become an essential resource for members, not only in
providing information about the club and upcoming events, but also in providing
a wide range of other services such as access to publications, working group re-
sources, multi-media material and has been critical in ensuring the club could
weather the Covid-19 pandemic by facilitating streaming-based services. Brian
Jepson, the SCSC webmaster, describes the history of the website from its hum-
ble beginnings and how it has evolved over the years.

The Safety-Critical Systems Club has a history that runs parallel to that of the World Wide
Web (WWW). These days most people use Internet, which has been around since the early
1980s, interchangeably with the World Wide Web (WWW), designed by Tim Berners-Lee,
that operates as a service using the internet. Most of what I'm talking about here is WWW
but ‘Internet’ makes a snappier title. Both the WWW and the SCSC appeared to the world at
the beginning of 1991, but it took a few more years before the Club started to use the web
in earnest.

In today’s world, the Club could not survive without a website. In the year from mid-2020
to mid-2021, the website, in conjunction with email, Zoom video conferencing, digital pub-
lishing on Amazon, and video streaming through YouTube, provided online seminars, a
three-day symposium and allowed the working groups to continue their work.
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The early days

From its inception in 1991 through to 1997 the Club had no presence on the web. The Centre
for Software Reliability (CSR) at Newcastle University was running the Club with operations
being conducted by telephone, post and email.

www.csr.newcastle.ac.uk

Centre for Software Reliability

Aboutthe CSR

Search Related Links

The screenshot here shows an early
CSR web page from 1998.

At this time the website only pro-
vided basic information about the
club, its objectives and what it does.

These pages were hand coded in
HTML and were difficult to maintain.
In later versions the technology
adapted to include a database, CSS
and server- and client-side scripting
but remains focused on substance
and accessibility over style.

Main Page

www.safety-club.org.uk

Projects

WELCOME TO THE CSR WEB
SITE

The Centre for Software Reliability (CSR) 1s a research centre within the
Department of Computing Science at the University of Newcastle upon
Tyne: it conducts research on how to achieve improved levels of
dependability from computing systems. Current projects address software
and system requirements (their representation. evolution and analysis);
formal specifications: dependable architectures: socio-technical engineering
issues encompassing cost and dependability trade-offs.

CSR 1s also responsible for the planning and organisation of an established
programme of technology transfer events (about ten each year, with an
annual 3-day symposium). This programme was orginally sponsored by
DTL/EPSRC under the auspices of the Safety-Critical Systems and Software
Reliability & Metrics community : the clubs have the support of the
BCS. IEE and are endorsed by the HSE

In 1999, the www.safety-club.org.uk domain was regis-
tered to give the Club its own identity, though this was the

existing information served by the Newcastle University using the CSR Clubs pages.

This screenshot shows an updated CSR page from 2001 accessed as www.safety-club.org.uk

Centre for Software Reliability

Aboutthe CSH Search

CSRPersonnel

The
awareness and facilitate technology transfer in the
field of safety-critical systems. It is a non-profit

exists to raise

safety-critical systems.
Next events
8th February. 2001

SCSC Event: COTS and SOUP: Current Thinking and Work in
Progress. London 5th April 2001

Club events are recognised by both the BCS and IEE for their
c 3

P l Devel schemes.

Related events
19th International System Safety Conference. Huntsville,
Alabama, 10-14th September, 2001
IEE seminars at the Electrotechnical Trade Fair. ExCel,
London, 20th - 22nd March, 2001

Joan Atkinson
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organisation which cooperates with all bodies involved with or interested in

SCSC Event: Safety Critical Systems Symposium ‘01 Bristol 6th -

For more information please use the links above or contact

Safety Systems

that focuses on the Club and includes the
next Club and related events with linked
pages containing details of each event.
This style of web page remained in use
through to February 2008.

By 2004 the
Club was in-
creasingly be-
ing known by its SCSC initials, and luckily,
the www.scsc.org.uk domain was still
available, so this was registered as an al-
ternative to the full safety-club domain.

www.scsc.org.uk

It would be difficult today to get hold of a
short domain name like this and when, in
2014 ,the abbreviated .UK domains were
introduced we exercised out right to also
acquire scsc.uk giving us a seven-charac-
ter identity.
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It was also becoming difficult to maintain the pages hosted by the University, so
www.scsc.org.uk was kept separate and developed as a new website. This new site re-
mained, linked to the CSR website, but it was able to rapidly expand to include more useful
information such as back issues of this, the Safety Systems, Newsletter as visible below. This
version of the website made use a database to store all the resources and scripts to dynam-
ically generate pages as requested allowing much easier and quicker updating.
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The Safety-Critical Systems Club

SAFETY SYSTEMS
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7. Cata drven systams end their configuration By Mster Duggan

In February 2007 the CSR pages hosted at Newcastle were abandoned and both domains
now delivered the new website which had developed to include more publications, a direc-
tory of tools useful in the development of safety-related systems and information about club
membership. The screenshot below shows an early version of this new website. Note the
logo as a flag on the red flagpole that has now become an SCSC style used on all pages and
many handouts.

s c S c Safety-Critical Systems Club

Home EventDiary Tools-Directory
About Latest news

New:
e Welcome to the new Safety-Critical Systems Club web site.

Membership o X . . . . -
The 50® issue of Safery Systems which was posted to all current club members in January is a bumper double size edition. This special issue features articles

Publications by many leaders in the field of system safety, including Martyn Thomas, Trevor Kletz, Nancy Leveson and John McDermid - to name just four. Whilst they
cover a number of topics, a pervasive thread is Professionalism. Safety Systems has always promoted Professionalism, and there could be no better way of

Contact marking this 50% issuc than with a call by so many prominent figures for us to examine - and improve - our Professionalism.

Web site To become a member of the club and get vour copy of Safety Systems please contact Joan Atkinson.
Next events

Date Event Title

May 12% 2008 SCSC Seminar Public Safety, Counter Terrorism and Mathematics of Proof
BCS office, London Evening Seminar by Prof. Chris Johnson, University of Glasgow.

Held in conjunction with the BCS FACS group.

June 5% 2008 SCSC Seminar User Experience of Tools for Safety_Critical Systems
Royal Lancaster Hotel, London

Vie: 28-2-2008
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Recent years

In 2014, the Club acquired the shorter www.scsc.uk domain and,

to reflect the international appeal of the Club, also acquired ~WWW.scsc.uk
www.thescsc.org. All the Club domains lead to the same content ~ www.thescsc.org
from the canonical www.scsc.uk website.

The website has now grown to include a comprehensive history of club events with over
1400 resources available to Club members including presentation materials from events,
books, working group guidance documents, symposium papers and 69 issues of this, the
club newsletter.

There are ten working groups supported by the club covering topics ranging from Autono-
mous Systems Safety through to Safety Culture and The Safety Futures Initiative. Each
working group has its own web pages where ongoing work can be shared.

There is a publications area where members can download digital version of the symposium
proceedings, newsletters and other documents such as the guidance produced by working
groups. There is also a community space forum style area where thoughts and opinions can
be shared.

S[CIS|C]

Hello Guest, please log in for better site access. (2 @ 1 0 &
e e Lo

Safety-Critical Systems Club =
For Everyone Working in Systems Safety =

Club news
Safety in the news

Events Diary v

Catch up v
Publications
Newsletters

Working groups v
Community space

The SCSC is the UK's professional network for shanng knowledge about system safety. v

More about the SCSC »

Upcoming events: Latest news:

April 13, 2021 - Zoom SCSC Covid-19 WG Restarting

Seminar: Safety Culture Developments ~ B oot s o

o ; Webex, https://scec.uk/eB13 with many systems things to talk about inchuding

ay 1, 2021 vacanation production and distribution. Please contact Peter Ladkin

Anniversary: Club 30th Birthday ~ 58 cnicibe oo or M PIBorE Dulka.oreonBORCEE kI vou would e
to take part.

In the Catch up area are details of many of the Club’s past events. Most presentations at
events are now recorded, and the videos of these are available for members, together with
copies of the presentation slides and any other handouts. Because of the Covid-19 pandemic,
events between mid-2020 and mid-2021 have been online only, and, since October 2021,
as hybrid events with both in-person and online participants.

Brian Jepson, SCSC Website editor, 2004 onward.

Brian has 38 years’ experience in software and system safety in the defence sector but has now retired
and spends his time supporting the SCSC and restoring a Land Rover 101.

Website snapshots © SCSC retrieved thanks to the WayBackMachine Internet Archive.
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